
56     JULY 2023  |  TheJournalNJ.com

NJ Big Brothers 
Big Sisters 

Selected for 
LGBTQ+ Peer 

Coaching Program
 Big Brothers Big Sisters of Coastal & Northern New  
Jersey (BBBSCNNJ) has been selected as a LGBTQ+ Peer 
Coach for agencies within the national federation of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of America (BBBSA). The peer coaching 
program invites agencies from around the country to connect 
with BBBSCNNJ for guidance and advice in developing pro-
grams, sta!, and volunteers to better support and serve the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
 BBBSCNNJ was selected as a leader in the LGBTQ+ men-
toring space for a number of reasons including their dedica-
tion to work in Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI). In 2021 
the agency formed a DEI Steering Committee made up of a 
diverse group of individuals including members of sta!, in-
terns, board members, Bigs, and even former Littles who are 
now adults. The committee meets quarterly with the goal of 
ensuring that the agency is keeping DEI at the forefront of all 
operations, specifically in three areas: recruitment, training 
and program initiatives.  
 “Expanding our reach and creating a safe and a!irming 
space for the LGBTQ+ community is a top priority for the DEI 
Steering Committee,” said William Salcedo, Executive Director 
of BBSCNNJ. “We are proud to say we have Bigs, Big Couples, 
Littles, Parents, Sta!, Board Members, and Interns represent-
ing this community.”  
 In the 47 years of BBBSCNNJ’s operations in New Jersey, 
the mentoring programs have always welcomed all, including 
Bigs, Littles and their parents/guardians of every gender, gen-
der identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation. 
 “We’ve received a lot of guidance along our journey 
to create a more inclusive and safe space for our mentors, 
mentees, and families within the LGBTQ+ community, and  
are happy to share our knowledge as part of this peer-coach-
ing initiative,” said Shannon Oreficé, director of programs at 
BBBSCNNJ.  
 BBBSCNNJ’s mission is more critical than ever as the 
agency continues to serve more than 1,500 children with 
one-to-one mentoring throughout 10 counties in New Jersey.  
From emotional support to the joy of having a trusted friend 
in their corner, Bigs provide stability and support that our  
Littles need as they grow on their paths to achieve greatest 
potential futures.  

Women Wind 
Warriors Take on 

Annual the Ms. Race 
BY LORI DRAZ

 Saturday, Aug. 19 marks the 19th annual Ms. Race being held at the 
Atlantic Highlands Yacht Club. 
 The all-female skippers and crews in this sailing event compete to 
win while raising funds to benefit 180 Turning Lives Around, the Mon-
mouth County based private nonprofit dedicated to ending domestic 
violence and sexual assault in the community. To date, the Ms. Race has 
raised more than $230,000 in donations for 180. 
 This year’s theme is Women Wind Warriors, with boats of di!er-
ent sizes participating in this pursuit race where each boat will have  
its own start based on its PHRF-MA rating. Smaller boats start first,  
followed by bigger, faster boats. The first boat across the finish line is 
the winner.
 This year’s race will again have a Spinnaker and Non-Spinnaker 
division. The race is open to all women sailors, including new partici-
pants. Spectators, donors and volunteers are also welcome.  
 The Ms. Race also partners with the Atlantic Highlands Sailing 
Education Program to include young women as crew members on 
participating boats. Race Co-chair Emily Smith said, “Sailing builds 
confidence and self-reliance, and the goal of increasing participation of 
AHSEP students in the Ms. Race is an ongoing and rewarding endeavor.”
 For more information about the race, registration forms and to see 
breathtaking photos from past races, visit ahyc.net or email the race 
committee at ahyc.ms.race@gmail.com.
 The NYJRA New Jersey Yacht Racing Association recognizes the Ms. 
Race as the best all-women’s race in New Jersey and awards their wom-
an’s racing trophy to the winner of the Ms. Race.

Saint of Circumstance placed first in last year’s non-spinnaker division. Photo courtesy of Je! Smith


